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with great respect and some awe of the monks and did not seem the
least inclined to laugh at them. They answered all our questions too
very civilly. We saw the foundation stone which Father Ignatius1
came down to lay three weeks ago. Then he returned to London and
at present there are only these two monks in residence. They have
one servant a young man who was also wheeling earth. They
lodge at a farm house close by and live a good deal on milk. They
allow no woman to come near them and do their own washing.
Probably however there is little of that to do. They may wear linen
but they don't show any and perhaps they did not take off their
habits when at work because they had nothing under. They looked
very much like old women at work in the garden. It does seem very
odd at this age of the world in the latter part of the ipth century to
see monks gravely wearing such dresses and at work in them in
broad day. One could not help thinking how much more sensible
and really religious was the dress and occupation of the masons and
of the hearty healthy girl -washing at the Chapel House, living
naturally in the world and taking their share of its work, cares and
pleasures, than the morbid unnatural life of these monks going back
into the errors of the dark ages and shutting themselves up from the
world to pray for'the world. 'Laborare est Orare.' The masons had
raised the foundation walls to the level of the ground and believed
the house would be built by the end of May, which I doubt. The
monks as usual had chosen a pretty and pleasant place on a fine
slope at the foot of the mountain where there was good soil and
plenty of good water, a trout stream and sand for mortar. The
house which seemed from the ground plan, as far as we could make
it out, to be a long shallow building will look S.E. down the valley
towards Llanthony Abbey. The monks have bought 32 acres. It is
said they have collected £50,000 which may probably be divided
by 10. Very few people came to the ceremony of laying the
foundation stone.
We crossed a field and the fold of a farm house, scrambled down
a narrow stony lane and struck the main road again. About a mile
above Llanthony we descried the Abbey ruins, the dim grey pile of
building in the vale below standing by the little river side among its
1 For an account of the peculiar career and 'extravagance of conduct' of 'Father
Ignatius' (the Rev. J. L. Lyne, 1837-1908) and of his effort to revive monastitism in
England the reader is referred to the Dictionary of National Biography.

